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Abstract
!is article focuses on the experiences of 

seven Ph.D. students implementing a wiki to col-
laboratively prepare for qualifying examinations 
in the educational technology program at a large 
southeastern university. Concomitant study for 
such a rigorous examination is rare, and the tri-
als and tribulations of the group are described 
in detail. Speci"c guidelines highlighting e#ec-
tive preparation options for qualifying exams are 
o$en elusive, and, as such, this article explores 
current research related to collaborative prepa-
ration and mentoring, as well as the qualifying 
examination process in total, in hopes of add-
ing to the scienti"c body of knowledge related to 
these subjects. It also o#ers best practice strate-
gies, suggests possible technology tips regarding 
wiki implementation, and seeks to better sca#old 
future scholars and/or mentors seeking to ef-
fectively participate in or plan for collaborative 
qualifying examination preparation.
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!e mere mention of the term “qualifying 
examination” (also referred to as qualifying ex-
ams or quals) intimidates even the most con"-
dent graduate students. !e process is stressful 
and requirements are o$en vague or elusive. In 
some cases the exam creates so much anxiety 
that students delay its completion or even avoid 
it all together and remain ABD (All But Disserta-
tion). In an e#ort to mitigate anxiety and demys-
tify the process, the educational technology (ed 
tech) program at the University of Florida initi-
ated a pair of two, semester-long seminar courses 

in which doctoral students participated in the 
qualifying examination process collabora-
tively under the direction and guidance of key 
program personnel. Acting as facilitators and 
guides, these faculty members o#ered insight 
into the professional duties students can expect 
to encounter in academia and/or the business 
world. 

The collaborative ef-
fort to collect, synthesize, 
and share key knowledge 
in the "eld of educational 
technology was a major 
component of the seminar. 
!e group selected a wiki 
as the most e#ective and 
e%cient tool to meet this 
objective for three reasons. 
First, the wiki served as a 
living document to which 
changes could be tracked 
through Really Simple 
Syndication (RSS). !is is a process by which 
participants subscribe to the wiki and receive 
email noti"cation when another member of 
the group posts a change or makes a revision. 
Second, the option to create multiple pages al-
lowed for better organization of general content 
as well as individual pages for each seminarian 
to record content relative to his or her speci"c 
"eld of study. !is helped bridge the knowl-
edge gaps between participants and a#orded 
insights and connections within the broader 
"eld of educational technology that might not 
have been made otherwise. !ird, it was im-
portant to the group that research and data 
collection be conducted in an open forum in 
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“!e students…were 
encouraged to see the 
qualifying exam as a 
collaborative e"ort, 
especially to alleviate 
the feeling of ‘going it 
alone.’”


